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It has been a busy semester at WGELC!  Some of our events included a field trip to the YMBL petting 
zoo/dairy farm and horses on campus to conclude our Texas Unit!  The students got a chance to see real 

chaps, spurs, lasso, and they got to learn why these articles are important for cowboys.  The students 
enjoyed this experience among several other learning opportunities! 

West Groves Early Learning Center 
survived year one and lots of learning! 

 

 



 

West Groves Early Learning Center’s Spring Family Night 

  Parental involvement is a key component to student success, so we invited our students and their 
families to an evening on campus.  Events included viewing student’s work, participating in classroom 

activities together, and a snack supper in the board room.  It was a great evening enjoyed by all, and the 
children were able to take home two books to keep! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

               

 

 

 

 

 

It’s been a great year of learning and growing  
at West Groves Early Learning Center! 

 



Woodcrest Elementary Happenings 

  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Mrs. Morgan helps promote team spirit and pride in our 
school with their class t-shirt. 

Mrs. Geoffroy’s class learns all about penguins.  In 
particular, they learn how penguin mothers care for 

their fragile eggs and then raise their babies.  The 
lesson teaches about penguins, but it also teaches 

our students about responsibility and the 
consequences of bad choices. 

Nurse Burnett introduces the staff of a local dentist 
office, which has come to Woodcrest to tell our 

kindergarteners about the proper way to care for their 
teeth.  We appreciated their visit very much! 

National Education's “Read Across America” is 
an annual reading motivation and awareness 
program that calls for every child to celebrate 
reading on March 2, the birthday of beloved 

children's author, Dr. Seuss.  Woodcrest 
students celebrated Dr. Seuus’ birthday by 

participating in “Read Across America.”  They 
read books and took AR tests to accumulate AR 

points in honor of Dr. Seuus. 



Our first grade 
students presented 
an awesome music 

program, providing us 
with a Texas 

Hoedown.  The 
program had 

everyone tapping 
their feet to the 
music that was 
reminiscent of 

hoedowns of long 
ago.  The program 

was presented to the 
campus during the 

school day and then 
that night for the 

parents. 

Our campus had a real 
“groovy” book fair this 
year!  We traveled back in 
time to have a book fair 
reminiscent of the days of 
peace signs, bell bottoms, 
tie-dyed shirts, and flower 
children.  The fair was a 
huge success.  Everyone 
bought a lot of books to 
enrich their lives and took 
a lot of AR tests hoping to 
win special AR awards. 

Our 2nd Grade students 
went on a field trip to the 
mall to sing for the mall 

patrons and show off 
their Easter bonnets.  
They spread holiday 

cheer and had a 
wonderful time. 



Van Buren Elementary Happenings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

VB little Indians Help the Ronald McDonald House 
We believe that if everyone helps a little, a lot can be accomplished! All year VB students have been 
collecting pull tabs for the Ronald McDonald House. These tabs are used to raise money for the Ronald 
McDonald House-Houston, which is a safe haven for family to stay at when they have critically ill children 
in Houston hospitals, such as Texas Children's. We are very proud of Van Buren's collective efforts to 
support such a great charity!   
 

April 13th, Miss Downs' second grade class participated in a Live Interactive Webinar from California all 
about the Monarch Butterfly.  This webinar went along with our current science unit.  The class is currently 
hatching Painted Lady butterflies in their room.  
  



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured here is kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Kelly McAfee & her students. 

Van Buren Little Indians donated items during April to help the citizens of Deweyville. Our incredible 
students and their families donated different items each day of the week, such as cleaning supplies, toiletries, 
school supplies, food, and snacks. Two representatives from Groves Knights of Columbus picked up and 
delivered our contributions.
 

VB received this awesome “Thank You” 
note from Deweyville Elementary 

 

Van Buren Buddies won the “Super School” Trophy again this year. 
That’s 2 years in a row! This year we raised over $11,000 to help in 
the fight against cancer. Although trophies are great, that is not why  
we relay. We are here simply to raise what we can to help fight this  
dreaded disease. All of our Students, Parents, and Faculty are part  
of the Van Buren Buddies Team, and we are grateful for all the 
support and patience in having all our fundraisers.   



 
 
 
 
 

MILE RUN
The Van Buren Mile Run was a great success this year! Great running times by all, beautiful weather, and 
great parent and teacher participation made for an awesome day on the track. A special thanks to Groves 
Middle School PE classes for coming to cheer on and run with all our runners. It really helped and made our 
students feel special! Hopefully everyone learned some valuable life lessons about endurance, perseverance 
and doing your best no matter the outcome. Looking forward to next year already.....Keep calm and run on!!! 



   RELAY RECESS 

Parents and Family members were invited to 
join their children at school and walk for a CURE 
at our RELAY RECESS.  Students and parents had 
a great time walking, receiving door prizes, and 
honoring loved ones that have been touched by 
cancer. 

Taft Happenings 

 ”Taft’s Super Hero Headquarters” 

  

 

Taft’s First Graders 
love being the 
“Scientist of the Day”.  
The children take a 
“Science” bag home 
the night before they 
are to be the 
“Scientist”.  The next 
day they will do an 
experiment for the 
class.   



Taft families showed their 
generosity through a week 
long supply drive for the 
flood victims.  They also 
made donations to the 
Humane Society after their 
facility was damaged by a 
fire. 

Kindergarten, first and second 
graders provided a STAAR pep 
rally for the third graders to 
show their love and support as 
they were preparing to take the 
STAAR test. 



Ridgewood Elementary Happenings! 

First Graders Celebrate 

Texas Independence Day 
on March 2nd! 

Seuss Fun in 

First Grade! 

First Graders Get a 

Visit from Armentor’s 

for a lesson on 

mental focus! 

Ridgewood Third 

Graders Set Up Shop 

for Trade Days.  They 

had a blast buying 

and selling goods and 

services and learning 

about the free market!



# Love My School 

Day at Ridgewood! 

Eggy Addition Kindergarteners Plant 

Sunflowers! 



First Graders Visit 
Shangri-La! 

Kiddos decorate Cakes for 
Mother’s Day! 

Unplugged Week!  Kids go 
a week with no t.v. or 

electronics! 

Congratulations to our awesome principal, Mrs. Julie 

Gauthier, for being named a Finalist for the National 

Distinguished Principal honor! 

We are so proud of you, Mrs Gauthier! 



Track Day! Cheez-it Math in 2nd Grade! 

Mrs. Sartin gets Alphabetter 

Desk for her students! 

Third Graders get to eat 

strawberry shortcake, just like in 

the book they read, 

Cook-a-doodle-doo! 



Port Neches Elementary Happenings 

Lunch with Walter and Jude 
A sunny day and a cool breeze 
provided the perfect setting for a 
picnic in the courtyard with Walter 
and Jude, our canine staff, and a great 
group of kids. Rewarding hardworking 
kids with a special lunch is just one of 
our favorite canines many duties. We 
are fortunate to have Mrs. Bell and her 
therapy dogs at PNE. They greet 
students each morning before school 
and bring lots of smiles throughout the 
day. Walter is in semi-retirement, but 
Jude is a new staff member who brings 

joy to kids and staff alike. 

A Heart for Giving 
at PNE 

PNE students collected 20 boxes of supplies for Deweyville Elementary to assist 
with their recovery from a horrific flood. Angela Mireless, Region 5 Program 
Coordinator coordinated the effort. Thanks for all who contributed to this 
endeavor. 



Port Neches Elementary Happenings 

Perfect Attendance Rewards 
SHOUT OUT 
to Mrs. Gray’s 
4th grade class 
and Mr. 
Champagne’s 
5th grade class 
on winning a 
grand time at 
Athletes for 
April Perfect 
Attendance. 

HEB Mother’s Day Fundraiser 

Future cake decorators showed their creative talents as they decked out Mother’s Day cakes with 
multiple colors of icing. We appreciate HEB furnishing cakes and icing for our imaginative students.  

Thank you, Express Mart! 

Our local Exxon/Mobil location, Express Mart, 
donated $500.00 to Port Neches Elementary 
for participating in this year’s Educational 
Alliance program. This money will be used in 
the areas of math and science. We appreciate 
their generous support.  



Groves Elementary Happenings 

Mrs. Howard’s Class Visits Gladys City 

Celebrating Bluebonnet Books with Breakfast 

To enrich her Social Studies lessons, Mrs. Melanie Howard arranged for her 
class to tour Gladys City in Beaumont. The students received a guided tour 
of the museum and interacted with a blacksmith. They also were able to see 

Mrs. Howard’s fourth grade class enjoyed a “Bluebonnet” breakfast in the library to celebrate the end of this 
year’s Texas Bluebonnet Reading Award Program. Students had to read 5 of the 20 books on the Texas 
Bluebonnet Nominees list in order to vote on the book they thought should win the award this year. Thank you to 
Mrs. Howard’s fourth grade parents for providing the wonderful food and beverages. The students thoroughly 
enjoyed their breakfast. 



GE Students Participate in RiverFest Fun Run 

Makerspace at Groves Elementary 
 

Students in Mrs. Wommack's 5th grade Reading Classes at Groves Elementary participated in the RiverFest Fun Run 
on Saturday April 23. Mrs. Wommack invites students to join her as a way to encourage exercise and a love of 
running. This is the second year the students have participated. Participants are Carsen Barrett, Lydia Bush, Carmyn 
Comeaux, Jocelyn Dihn, Elisa Elliot, Ashlyn Gilchriest, Mariana Hernandez, Jessica James, Katie Morrison, Raegan 
Nunley, Kennedy Schrader, Lillian Sink, Vivien Thames, Paige Wilson and Jeffrey Wolfe. 

The library at Groves Elementary now has a makerspace! We have a Q-BA-Maze marble run, 
Zoobs, Snap Circuits, littleBits, Lego wall, and an origami/paper airplane folding station. Our 
makerspace items were purchased with a grant received from BASF to support STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math). Thank you BASF!!!! 



Port Neches Middle Happenings 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

The 8th Grade Lady Warriors are again District Champions for the sixth straight time in two years.  The Lady 
Warriors made school history again by repeating the feat of claiming the "Trifecta" District Title two years in a 
row.   
The Lady Warriors completed their quest by winning the District Track Meet on April 4th. 
The Lady Warriors scored a total of 242 points at the meet had the following individual honors: 
Elizabeth Bolyard - District Champion - Triple Jump 
Kendall Holman - District Champion - Long Jump 
Sydnee Adams - District Champion - Pole Vault 
Kendall Holman, Elizabeth Bolyard, Kasidee Sartin, Ta'Shina Williams - District Champions - 400 Meter Relay 
Kendall Holman - District Champion - 100 Meter Dash 
Ta'Shina Williams - District Champion - 400 Meter Dash 
Kaylee Landry - District Champion - 200 Meter Hurdles 
Elizabeth Bolyard - District Champion - 200 Meter Dash 
Anna Licatino - District Champion - 1600 Meter Run 
Mollee Priddy, Sydnee Adams, Elizabeth Bolyard, Ta'Shina Williams - District Champions - 1600 Meter Relay 
Coach Bean and Coach Martin are very proud of these ladies for all of their hard work and dedication. 

The Patriot’s Pen is a nationwide youth essay 
contest sponsored by the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. Three Port Neches Middle School 8th 
graders were awarded top honors.  VFW post 
4820 in Port Neches awarded Kacey Smith, 
Sara Chaney and Aiden Sanford for their essay 
on “What Freedom Means to Me.” They will 
be recognized at the VFW May meeting and 
have an opportunity to win scholarship 



Port Neches Middle Happenings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congratulations to Benton Nesmith and Victor Apointe for 
placing 8th in state intermediate. invention robotics. 

Theatre Arts classes 
practiced making plaster 

masks.  Mrs. Thomas said, 
“The students did a fantastic 
job on this project.” It gets 

messy but well worth it. 

Lunch at 
Wheelhouse 



GMS Happenings 

Carli Salinas - 
Bronze medalist 
in the 2400m run 
and the 1600m 

run. Carli set the 
school record on 
the 2400m run 

with a time 
of 9:41 

Savannah Royce, Aide Barajas, Brynna Scott, 
and Hannah James - 1600m relay - silver 
medalist and now holding a new school record 
with the time of 4:44 Jayden Jones 

won first place in 
the Mardi Gras 
umbrella parade! 

800m relay - 2 time champions. Gold medalists. 
Team is Savannah Royce, Eva Vargas, Hallie 
Terrell, and Brynna Scott 

Congratulations to Groves Middle School Choir students! Both Treble & Tenor-Bass Choirs earned 
Sweepstakes at UIL Concert & Sight-reading Contest. (First division ratings in both events.) 

GMS Choir also performed the National Anthem for Houston Rockets game on March 31st. GMS & 
PNMS Choirs performed the anthem for Houston Astros game on April 23rd.  

GMS Choir & Drama departments will present The Lion King, Jr. on May 18 & 19, GMS Auditorium. 

The GMS Band is making history this year! 
The Symphonic Band earned their third consecutive Sweepstakes in a row at UIL Concert & 
Sightreading on April 20. This is the first such accomplishment in 20 years.  
The Concert Band also competed at UIL Concert & Sightreading competition on April 19. The Band 
earned Superior ratings for their concert performance and Excellent ratings in Sightreading. The 
Concert Band has not gone to contest since the 90's.  
 These are milestone accomplishments for the GMS Band program! 



[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an interesting point. You can position the text box 
anywhere in the document. Use the Text Box Tools tab to change the formatting of the pull quote text box.] 

 

Mrs. Sowell’s class went to Mazzio’s and each created their own pizza. 

On February 29, 2016, Groves Middle School National Junior 
Honor Society inducted forty-five new students.   
Twelve new eighth grade students and thirty-three seventh 
graders were inducted into the society.  

 All students were selected based on scholarship, character, 
leadership, and service.   

Groves Middle School is extremely proud of all of our new 
NJHS members.  

 Sponsors, Jamie Evans and Susanne Thames, look forward 
to working with such a great group of students! 

Go Braves! 



Class of 2016 Top 10 Seniors 

Texas History Day 

PN-G HIGH SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

Choir Earns 

Superior Rating 

On February 11th, 50   

PN-G High School        

students participated 

in the Texas History 

Day Regional   

Competition at Lamar 

University.  Of that  

number, 18 qualified 

for the Texas History 

Day State Competition 

in Austin.    

Congratulations to this 

special group of       

students! 

Congratulations to the PN-G HS Choir 

for earning a Superior rating for     

concert performance and an Excellent 

rating for sight-reading performance 

at this year’s UIL Concert & Sight-

Reading  Choir Contest. 

Congratulations to the 

Purple Pride Band for 

their success at the 

UIL Concert and Sight

-Reading Contest. 

Concert Band, 

Symphonic Band, 

and Wind Ensemble earned Superior    

ratings in both the Concert and Sight-

Reading Contests as well as the     

coveted UIL “Sweepstakes” trophy.   

PN-G was the only school to receive the 

Superior rating from all judges for all 

bands.  This is also the first time in   

history that all PN-G bands, including 

the middle school bands, earned a  

Superior rating for all performances.  

Congratulations to all band members 

and directors.   

Be sure to catch 

the latest theatre  

production—The 

Addams Family on 

May 13, 14, 20, &  

21 @ 7:13 p.m. 

and  May  22 @ 

3:13 p.m.  

Kaitlyn Bearden John Dubois Leah Dismukes Colby Fore Jenny Brown 

Omar Hamza Courtney Marsh Ram Polavarapu Kayla Soileau Railey Tassin 



PN-G HIGH SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

Girls’ Golf District Champions 

Boys’ Golf District Champions 

Girls’ Golf had another successful year by winning first place at every 

tournament this year.  The girls won the District Tournament, placed 

6th in the Regional Tournament, and had two girls qualify for the State 

Tournament as medalists.  District Champs from left to right: Haylee 

Green, Rebecca Guy, Brooke Pitre, Kassidei Hemler, Karlei Hemler 

(1st place medalist), Brynna Bailey (2nd place medalist), Rian 

Weatherford, Taryn Robison (6th place medalist), Kensey Dukes    

(3rd place medalist), and Cheyenne Tant.   

A special congratulations to state qualifiers Karlei Hemler 

who finished in 12th place and Brynna Bailey who also 

competed at the 5A State Golf Championship Tournament. 

After finishing 4th as a team at the Regional 
Meet, the PNG Boys’ Powerlifting 
team sent an unprecedented three 
athletes to the State Powerlifting 
Meet in Abilene this year. Timothy Le 
competed in the 114 lb weight class 

and finished 10th with a total weight of 870 
pounds. Gage Carreon lifted a personal best 
1,275 pounds to finish 17th in his weight class. 
Timothy Le and Gage Carreon are both juniors 
who have very bright futures and look to repeat 
in 2017. Tyler Moran also had a personal best 
1,675 pound total to finish 8th in his weight 
class. Tyler Moran is a senior and it is his  
second trip to the state meet.   

Courtney Marsh placed 2nd at the District 

Tournament in the Girls’ Singles division 

earning her a 3rd trip to the Regional  

Tournament.  Courtney is the first PN-G player to 

qualify three of her four years and the first to 

qualify three consecutive years for the Regional 

Tournament.  Seth Lamson & Matt Geisel placed 

2nd in Boys’ Doubles division and Omar Hamza & 

Vivian Nguyen placed 3rd in the Mixed Doubles 

division at the District Tournament. 

The PN-G Boys’ golf team won their seventh consecutive district 

championship this year. Senior Tyler Feemster and Sophomore Josh 

Elmore tied for first in district with identical 2-day totals of 152, with 

Tyler winning the title on the second playoff hole. The team went on 

to finish 6th at the Regional Tournament at River Ridge in Sealy.   

District Champs From left to right:  Tyler Feemster, Josh Elmore, 

Cameron Keith, Bryant Hardy, & Daniel Stephens. 

A special congratulations to Josh Elmore who qualified 

for the State Tournament as the Regional   

Champion.  He finished in 10th place at the 

5A State Golf  Championship Tournament. 



 

 
 
 

Dear Indian Family, 

Another great school year has come and gone.  I vividly remember when our teachers and administrators returned last 
August and worked diligently to prepare for our students.  The time has flown by and we have seen tremendous 
success throughout the year with some bumps along the way.  Once again, I end the school year with great memories 

and we have added to the list of accomplishments.  I always wait to write this letter until after the Awards Ceremony.  Our students did a fantastic job 
this school year racking up over $5 million in scholarships, with the final total yet to be determined.  Our students showed true class this school year 
and especially during the ceremony.  As usual, we had a packed house with parents, grandparents and family. I saw that our students were very happy 
for their peers when they were awarded scholarship money, and I believe this further shows the integrity our students exhibit.   Also, local organizations 
were very generous and all the money awarded will ensure that our students go on to the next level ready to compete and win.  A school district does 
not get to this level of excellence without the continued contributions of parents, staff, students, community and business.  We have a winning 
combination of parents, students, staff, community and business and our long-standing tradition continues to flourish. 

As I look back on the school year, we have sat in drop-off/pick-up lines twice daily for 180 days, been to little league, dance, gymnastics, church 
events, etc.  We have been to games, plays, banquets and meetings.  My Superintendent colleagues often ask me what we do to get so much parental 
involvement.  I tell them that is just how it is done here and we don’t even have to ask for them to participate.  When we need assistance, they are there 
to help.  Without our parents’ love and dedication, we would have a tough time excelling.  I am very proud and complimentary of our parents and their 
involvement is a big key to our success.  Our teachers work very hard all year and perform at the highest level.  They put a great deal of pressure on 
themselves and we must always stop to simply thank them for loving our children.  At times, we forget just how important they are in this process.  
Take some time to thank our staff for their hard work and dedication to this fine school district.  

During the past two Legislative Sessions, we have seen some good results and some negative.  We will begin another Legislative Session in January 
and there are many issues that can positively or negatively affect our district.  As we get closer to the session, I will get you some links that will allow 
you to read and understand bills that will be filed.  We must continue to fight for our district and we have done a good job of calling the past two 
sessions.  It is very important that we take time to do some reading and calling when we get started in January.  

I continue to get questions regarding our plans to address our facility needs.  We HAVE NOT abandoned the plan.  We are simply waiting on a final 
word from TOTAL regarding when they will begin their planned expansion.  Without TOTAL’s expansion, we do not have the bonding capacity to 
build the needed facilities.  With the TOTAL expansion, we will have the needed capacity to implement the plan.  Our Facility Committee did a 
fantastic job, over an eight month span, putting this plan together.  We have a Bond Committee formed and they are waiting for a final answer from 
TOTAL.  I will communicate our findings to you as they become available.  

I walked out of the office last week and my glasses fogged up for the first time.  The hot humid air is back and summer is just one week away. What a 
great calendar our teachers developed with us having graduation prior to Memorial Day.  Please be careful and slow down a little bit and enjoy your 
travels.  I hope everyone enjoys their summer and your family.  We look forward to seeing everyone in August - rested and ready to make it all happen 
again.  I am proud to be the Superintendent for this outstanding district and look forward to working even harder next year to ensure Honor, Pride and 
Tradition.  Again, have a great summer and enjoy your time with your family. 

God Bless, 

Rodney D. Cavness, Ed.D. 

This newsletter is published by the Port Neches-Groves ISD. 
PNGISD Board of Trustees 

Melanie Miller, President 
Lana Parker, Vice President 

Darren McCutcheon, Secretary 
Rodney Balsamo 

Scott Bartlett 
Rusty Brittain 
Eric Sullivan 

Administration Building 
620 Avenue C 
Port Neches, TX  77651 
409.722.4244         409.724.7864 (fax) 
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